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Record of Congressional Telephone Conversation - Region 5 ^̂ ^̂ *̂ 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSMAN VISITS RE: WAUKEGAN HARBOR ID #: 146 

CONGRESSIONAL: DATE: 08/12/2008 
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CONTACT: AARON WINTERS PHONE NUMBER: 847-940-0202 

OFFICE: REP.KIRK 

STATE: IL ACTION FLAG: N 
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CONTACTS: KEVIN ADLER 6-7078 DATE RESPONDED: 08/19/2008 

SUMMARY: 

Ronna received a call from Aaron re: the Congressman's interest in meeting with Lynn Buhl, the 
new Regional Administrator, to discuss the status of the superfund cleanup at Waukegan Harbor. 

RESPONSE: 

Ronna worked with the RA and the program offices (SF and GLNPO) and a meeting was 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 19 at 10:00 a.m. in the Regional office. 

8/19: Rep. Kirk and Aaron Winters met with RA Buhl, Kevin AdIer (SF), Susan Prout (ORC), and Mary 
Canavan. The Congressman provided the RA with an overview of his involvement with the site over the 
years. Kevin provided an update on our SF actions: 1.) recently held a public meeting on the proposed 
plan to address groundwater contamination at the plant site OU; 2.) Region 5 presented a proposal to 
address remaining Harbor contamination to the EPA Remedy Review Board in June, as the proposed 
remedy is over $25 million. We just received follow-up questions from the RRB. When those are 
addressed, we will propose a cleanup plan to the public for comment and will hold a public meeting (early 
October). The Congressman encouraged EPA to proceed with addressing the Harbor under Superfund. 

9/10: As a follow up, Aaron called to ask if the GLLA is precluded as an option. I contacted Kevin, and told 
Aaron the following: Once Superfund selects a cleanup remedy in a Record of Decision we may wish to 
see if the GLLA can more immediately conduct the selected cleanup remedy than Superfund. (Ronna). 

9/12: Aaron called with some additional questions. He said that his understanding after speaking with 
Ronna was that the potential for revisiting use of the GLLA for Waukegan Harbor couldn't take place until 
the Superfund remedy for the site was selected and approved. Based on this he had the following 
questions: 

-When would EPA be able to enter into a GLLA project agreement/award with the City for 
Waukegan Harbor? 

- Could the funding only be used to implement the SF selected remedy? 
- When is the SF proposed plan expected to go out for comment? How long is the comment 

period? How long after that before a decision is expected? 

He said that he had asked Ronna about the possibility of the RA visiting the site with the Congressman on 
Monday, September 29, but understood that she most likely would not be available. He asked who would 
be the highest level person who could visit the site with the Congressman on September 29? Also, when 
would the RA possibly be available to visit the site with the Congressman. 

9/12:1 spoke with Dave Cowgill (3-3576) re: the possibility of using GLLA funds for cleanup at Waukegan 
Harbor. He said that there is certainly a possibility but we cannot make any hypothetical assumptions as 
to what could possibly be funded and when. He said some issues are: nonfederal sponsors with 
sufficient matching funds; the city's support; and, dealing with HQ on appropriation law issues (SF v. 
GLLA), the old "pick and stick" argument.. 



9/15:1 spoke with Kevin re: the SF proposed plan for the Harbor. He said that the goal is to put the 
proposed plan out for comment in mid-late October (needs to undergo HQ review before it goes out). 
There would be a 30 day public comment period, which could be extended automatically for an additional 
30 days, if requested. Any request for a longer public comment period would be considered. There will 
also be a public meeting during the comment period. Following the end of the comment period EPA will 
address the comments received (can't estimate how long that will take) and prepare the final cleanup plan 
for approval (ROD), which will be sometime in the new year. 

I asked Kevin when this cleanup would get in the que for funding. He said this project would get in line for 
prioritized ranking for funding, after the design was completed and we had a contract with the State to 
provide their 10% match. 

9/15:1 called Aaron and gave him the following information: 

1. The GLLA is still an option, but we cannot make any hypothetical assumptions as to what could 
possibly be funded and when. Some issues are: having nonfederal sponsors with sufficient matching 
funds; the city's support; and addressing national appropriation law issues (not using GLLA to replace 
SF). 
2. A GLLA project should probably contain something beyond the Superfund cleanup. 
3. Kevin A. (SF) said that the goal is to put the proposed plan out for comment in mid-late October, 
however, it needs to undergo HQ review before it goes out and we don't know how long that will take. 
There will be a 30 day public comment period, which could be extended automatically for an additional 30 
days, if requested. Any request for a longer public comment period would be considered. There will also 
be a public meeting during the comment period. Following the end of the comment period, EPA will 
address the comments received (can't estimate how long that will take) and prepare the final cleanup plan 
for approval (ROD), which will be sometime in the new year. 
4.1 told Aaron that I had emailed the RA about the Congressman's request for a site visit. She wants him 
to know that she is unexpectedly busy with family medical issues through the end of September. 
However, her schedule may allow a site visit in mid to late October. Aaron said that he will inform the 
Congressman who may want to delay a site visit until the RA is available. 

10/9: In follow-up to an inquiry of last month, Aaron asked if there is a possibility that RA Buhl would be 
able to tour the Waukegan Harbor site with the Congressman this month. I told him I will check with Lynn 
and get back to him. 

10/17: Aaron sent the following email: 
Hi Mary - any word on scheduling a Waukegan Harbor visit with the Regional Administrator? Also - any 
clearer timeframe on the superfund announcement? 

Thanks, 

Aaron 

10/20:1 spoke with the RA who told me that unfortunately she will not be able to tour the Waukegan 
Harbor site with the Congressman at this time. I also with Kevin AdIer, who told me that we are still 
waiting for the" green light" from the Remedy Review Board. We responded to their final comments on 
9/29/08 and are waiting to hear whether they feel we have properly addressed their comments. Kevin said 
that he hopes to hear something in the next few days. If they are OK with our response, we can proceed 
to put our proposed cleanup plan out for comment. If they still have issues we will have to work to resolve 
them. I asked Kevin to keep me in the loop so I can keep the Congressman's office updated. 

10/20:1 spoke with Aaron and gave him the above information. I told him that I will be back in touch by 
Thursday, if not sooner. 

10/23:1 received the following email from Aaron: 
Mary-



If the Regional Administrator is unable to participate in a Harbor tour at the present time, is this something 
we could set up next week with another senior staff member and Kevin? 

Thanks, 

Aaron 

10/23:1 spoke with Aaron and told him that Rick Karl (SF Director) and Kevin AdIer, could visit the site with 
the Congressman on Tuesday (10/28) at 10 a.m. to provide him with an update. I told him that Kevin told 
me that the water treatment system that the Congressman saw last spring is now operational, that 40% of 
the OMC Plant 2 building has come down, and that we are still waiting for the "green light" from HQ on the 
proposed Harbor cleanup plan. He said that he will check with the Congressman and get back to me. 

10/24: I received the following reply: 

Mary - Tuesday at 10 a.m. works for us. Where should we meet Kevin and Rick? Is it possible to get an 
agenda what 

we'll go over? 

Thanks! 

Aaron 

He also told me that he and possibly Andria Hoffman, from the DC office, will accompany the 
Congressman. 

10/24:1 forwarded his request re: an agenda and logistics to Rick and Kevin and sent him the following 
email: 
Aaron, 

Here are the plans for the visit with the Congressman to the OMC site on Tuesday, October 28: 

- Meet: Rick Karl and Kevin AdIer can meet the Congressman at the Waukegan Yacht Club parking lot at 
10:00 a.m. and begin the tour from there. 

- Agenda: Rick and Kevin will provide updates on all operable units of the OMC site; focus on harbor and 
imminent release of the proposed plan. 

- Tour the Coke Plant treatment again now that it is up and running; the pumping wells are in the ground 
as well. 

I will touch base you with on Monday afternoon for final confirmation. Have a good weekend. 

Mary 

10/27: Aaron made an additional request: 
Mary -

I think we are all set for tomorrow - once again, thank you for your 
coordination. Understanding the specific remediation plan for the 
harbor is not yet finalized, it would be helpful if we get a briefing on 
the rough timeline for the Superfund process assuming the imminent 
announcement of the plan - estimated milestones, etc. 

Is there any way I could get that information emailed to me prior to the 



tour tomorrow? 

Thanks, 

Aaron 

I sent Aaron the following information I received from Superfund: 

Hi Aaron, 

Everything is a go for tomorrow. Per your request, attached is an outline of the items to be discussed with 
the Congressman tomorrow. 

WaukeganUpdateOc(08.doc 

10/28:1 called Aaron to clarify the date of the public meeting on the proposed plan. I told him that the 
OMC Public Meeting Date is set for Thursday, Nov. 13 at 6 p.m. in the Jane Addams Center in Waukegan, 
not November 6 as Kevin had told them earlier. I also told him I will send him the site fact sheet as soon 
as it is available. Aaron thanked me for this information. 

Recorded By: Mary Canavan 


